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Mr. Chsrles }#. Inummis, 
200 Hast Avenue 43, 
Los Angeles, Californias. 


My dear Mr. Lummis,- 
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T have your favor of the 10th instant in answer 
my letter of the 7th. 


I appreciate very much your kind words of me person- 
ally. Tf am. like yourself, -very—busy,-and until 1 
get out of this office, would not attemnt anything 
such as you suggest. 


I also recsived your letter that was returned to 

you from Albuquerque, together with the application 
blank for your book. I am enclosing, herewith, my 
check for 31.50 for which you may please send the 
book to my address. 

I am too busy to-day to write a letter but at some 
future time when I have something worth while saying, 
f will write you. 


Sincerely, 


Lifer? 
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Nevenber 10,1925. 
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Shose Yar but unforgotten times, which I 
frequentiy sud with tender feeling. Indead, 
"Them Was tho Good Old Dagat” a 
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Lt gvreatiries me Ly 
Sig af my article on the *Pirst Americans,” i am in the habit 
: .> of beliving Iam right hefors I publish, and it takes a 
- pretty good man to convince me I am wrong afterward, And 
I Learned long ago thet 1% doesn's pay to ba caraloss-or- 
mis takers : 
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2g a On the other hond, when o veteran of the Prontier 
Spec! * ike you, not only with so many yeors ot obseyvyation but 
mee: rs with snob keon eyes, approves my findings, 1t is of course 
we: se @oubly sretifying, Ani my position about the Indtens and | 
: —_ |. © heir otigin, I am prepared to maintain in any controversy. | 
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You aro dead right about the "imnumerable errors” 


We are not as good solonizers as the Spanish were, and our 
selt-suttielency and azive meke ng overlook the rights of 
others ond thoir value to us... The Spanish statesmen real-~ 
ized that the wealth of a now country was not in mines and 
tinbor and lanis merely, but equally in its people. 

; Wo have never Looked wpon the people in any country ¥ 
have over-Prun en anything but obstacles and nuisances to be 
kicked aside -— — which Ls, as Napoleon said: “Worse than e 


a@vine - if is a Blunder. 


You surely could write a hook on your 44 yeara In New 
Mexiea -— and one that would bho a corker. I wi a you would 
& 


ao Lt, too - at least some phases of Tt. The Uustorian wil 
need in the future exoetly $ho kind of record that you eoulé 


Lsayve. 


LEZ ’ 


for over a yeer, but an gotting 
i nodastly ac sive. Just now LT 


ax > of the dear oid Songs of California 

£3 3 Pirst Book is not yot ove the pxress, and 
2 dition hes been over-sub sexibed, go that 

gh ls to } nea, 3 kore tho Lirst is’ distribut- 


oy ft 


ete - in shout two Weeks ; aru! T en enclosing 
the eirenlar ts ine abent it x fe of interest 
SO ; ij : G Sbeceis wit PRERS me 
a Wa cara & 
Sar shabiy LBL 
cs» is 
t 2 Tye ln 7- yas = 


Yedatels. BA ose 
yore menories 


ened promotion, 
and with Levye and 


good wishes, 


as cman 5 CaTEREEA LAS 


ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS 
STATE TAX COMMISSION 


J.E. SAINT 


CHIEF TAX COMMISSIONER MARTINACHAVES. 


SANTA FE 
GEO.L. ULRICK 


CARRIZOZO 
ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONERS 


BYRON O.BEALL 
- SECRETARY 


November 7, 1923. 


Mr. Ches. F. Lummis, 
Los Angeles, 
Celifornia. 


My dear Mr. Lummis: 


I cannot refrain from writing you after 
reading your splendid article "First Americans" in Sunday's 
Los Angeles Times. 


Your idea of the origin ofthe American 
Indians appeals to me as the most logical and comprehensive 
and altogether sensible of any I have ever read and I want 
to add my humble congratulations to the many I know you will 
receive from different people. Your long yeers of study of 
the Indians in this country, of which I have peraonsl knowledge, 
I know quelifies you immeasurably beyond the Academic Theorits 
that never saw an Indian outside of Buffelo Bills Show, or 
something of thet kind. 


This to my mind is the most refreshing 
article on the Indiens that it has been my good fortune to 
read, 


I cannot refrain from indulging in a bit of 
reminiscing of the time when you visited my ranch. Lo thinikKee. 
it must have been in the late 80's when we together climbed 
to the top of the old crater back of Agua Pria. You were 
trying to photograph that gigantic hole in the ground and 
the deep shadows in the bottom were giving you a good deal 
of trouble. I was amusing myself by digging big rocks 
out of the ashes around the cone of the crater and rolling 


=o 


them off to hear them crash through the underbrush in the 
pottom of the crater. I had walked out on a ledge looking 
over into the crater when I felt the whole mess under me 
tremble and stepped off just in time to see it drop 400 or 
500 feet. You came down with your camera on your shoulder 
and I was sitting on the ashes and you said - "what is the 
matter - you are eas white as a sheet” end I told you what 
had happened. I have never forgotten that "close call” , Or 
one second only was between me and certain death. I am 
sure that up to this good hour I have never been so near 
Eternity es I was at that instant. 


As the years come and go, my forty-four years, 
this month, in New Mexico hes taught me many things and convinced 
me of the innumerable errors that the early Anglo-Saxon made in 
New Mexico, in his ignorance of climatic conditions which 
retarded the development of the country and in addition to 
that the general exploitation that the pioneer inflicts on all 
frontier countries, not only New Mexico but wherever the 
gasping Anglo-Saxon goes. 


You will notice by this letter-head that I sm 
still the head of the Tax Commission of New Mexico, and I will 
finish my sixth year in Jenuary end will have fourteen end one- 
helf months to serve from that time, if I live, until the 
expiration of my office. 


I believe I could alnost write a book on my 
experience in New Mexico from the practical psychology, es- 
poset what I heve learned of human psychology since I heve 

een @ member of the Tax Commission, but, knowing you to be & 


busy man, as well as myself, I will close. 


Again wishing you a continuation of yow noble 
work and with essurance of my highest regerds, I am 


Sincerely yours, \ 


Jie 


JES: M 


